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Abstract:

Existentialism, as a philosophical movement, gained great momentum
in the 20" century and dominated and influenced almost all disciplines. Almost
all literary writers and artists went with this wave, because it gave prime
importance to man’s existence. Saadat Hassan Manto dealt with major themes
of existentialism in his writings. “Thanda Gosht”, “Toba Taik Singh”,
“Darpok”, “Boo”, Kali shalwar”, and “Hatak” etc. are evidence that prove
Manto’s Existentialist thoughts like ‘Sartre’, Manto violates traditional trends,
exposes alienation, and meaninglessness. Furthermore, he believes in man’s
free will and freedom of choice.

Key Words: Existentialism, Disappointment, Meaninglessness, Freedom of
choice, Partition, Social disorder, Internal distress
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“What do we mean by saying that existence precedes essence? We

mean that man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in

the world and defines himself afterwards.”

;:ﬁjﬁfﬂﬁjuﬁ_cﬁt’g/l)’:f(ﬂK)’/VU"%;GIJ);Z}&UU;I@GI K)ﬁ)&u’!
mdﬁupz_dﬂ;f&manauﬁﬂK;m&w u‘i‘/.;g_ﬁmf‘@m/g.ﬁ,tfuﬁ’
LLL ST S §eiG e 0 IO L3 L et Sk PR T 9
Lol LM P e S Seei U L N1 e S o 2 ST
ol



37

02025 2 5_du (Jz 22,7

“Life has no meaning or priority. Before you come alive, life is
nothing.”
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“World is utterly without absolute meaning”
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