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New Perspective of Igbal’s Lecture "The Spirit of Muslim
Culture™: Analytical Study of Muhammad
Sohail Umar’s Interpretation
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Abstract:
This study explores the philosophical and cultural insights presented by
Allama Muhammad Igbal in his fifth lecture titled "The Spirit of Muslim
Culture” delivered during a time of Muslim decline in British India. Igbal’s
lectures aimed at reviving the intellectual and spiritual heritage of Muslims.
The paper reviews key themes, such as the relationship between prophecy and
sainthood, the nature of revelation, and the role of Muslim culture in the
advancement of human consciousness. It also examines the significance of
intellectual dynamism within Islam, contrasting it with static philosophical
traditions, and emphasizes Igbal's call for a rejuvenation of Islamic thought
through *ijtihad* (independent reasoning). By critiquing the cultural
stagnation and promoting a forward-thinking Islamic philosophy, Igbal
envisioned a revitalized Muslim identity capable of contributing to global
progress. The commentary delves into various interpretations by scholars such
as Sohail Umar, highlighting both alignment and criticism of Igbal’s ideas,
particularly on prophecy, sainthood, and intellectual inquiry in Islamic
traditions.
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2.The Philosophical Test of the Revelations of Religious
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3.The Conception of God and Meaning of Prayer
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4.The Human Ego - His Freedom and Immortality
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5.The Spirit of Muslim Culture(¢sd =34
6.The Principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam
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7.Is Religion Possible? (¢« &6 —ril)
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MUHAMMAD (PBUH) of Arabia ascended the highest Heaven and returned.
| swear by God that if | had reached that point, | should never have returned.

U (1l £ SGP L2 35 LR S § s Ly o S 2 ot
L1t o Qs B/ o £ it (0 L7 S ek en BE 2 P,
BleedoBies o Uit L Ao E b gl 6o Fit ‘gblgn(@i‘&@g@?&/
&S Dt e E Dl vz dnl e sbieie P Flonl
eI Pte 1 L J LG elond 8- F S5
L‘é/)wfﬁ:(w'ﬂﬂt‘glf_,eéamgtwfufdbwu-mufﬁné/@(}gwwKgﬁ
SUrF st 2 S = Ui 1 13 S Bty s = B ob s et sokie
mwt@mwj/"gn,aw‘éguuf)jJL/u/uuul/;fujL/g/,.fuﬁtgluﬁf;}

w"&@“ YT 04 (6D [N, Jp 13
He returns to insert himself into the sweep of time with a view to control the
forces of history, and thereby to create a fresh world of ideals. For the mystic
the repose of “unitary experience” is something final; for the prophet it is the
awakening, within him, of world-shaking psychological forces, calculated to
completely transform the human world.
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"In the end it had come to our empiricist criterion: By their
fruits they shall know them, not by their roots."
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The plant growing freely in space, the animal developing a new organ to suit
a new environment, and a human being receiving light from the inner depths
of life, are all cases of inspiration varying in character according to the needs
of the recipient, or the needs of the species to which the recipient belongs.
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Mystic experience, then, however unusual and abnormal, must
now be regarded by a Muslim as a perfectly natural experience,
open to critical scrutiny like other aspects of human experience.
This is clear from the Prophet’s own attitude towards Ibn
Sayyad’s psychic experiences.
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