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The First Collection of Urdu Jokes: ‘Lataif-e-Hindi’ By Lallu Lal Kavi
(The Analytical Perspective of 19™ Century's Editions)
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Abstract:

In 19" century, Fort William College played a vital pivotal to promote Urdu
prose. Lallu Laal Kavi is a prominent name of this college who is the author
of many books like Betal Pacheesi, Sanghasan Bateesi and Prem Sagar. His
book ‘Lataif e Hindi’ is the earlier collection of humorist stories in Urdu,
published in 1810 by Indian Press Calcutta. This article is a research-based
study of its different editions and comparative study of the criticism that was
written about it in different times.
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“The Annals of College of Fort William’
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The New Cyclopedia Hindoostanica of Wit or"cai «aial"
Containing a choice collection of humorous stories in the Persian and
Nagree characters
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" The Lutaifi Hindee or Hindoostanee Jest Book, "
containing a choice collection of Humorous Stories in the Arabic and Roman
characters’’
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To Which is added A Hindoostanee Poem, by Meer Moohummud
"Tugee”’
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THE NEW

€YCLOP EDIA HINDOOSTANIC'A
OF WIT; T

CONTAINING A CHOICE COLLECTION OF
Dumorous Stories,

%H’ THE
PERSIAN AND NAGREE CHARACTERS ;
INTERSPERSED WITH
 Appropriate Proverbs, Anti-bilious Jests, Bril-
- liant Bon Méls, and Rallying Reparitees,
in the Rekhtu & Brij B,hasha Dialects,

TO WHICH 18 ‘DDED,
A VOCABULARY
OF THE PRINCIPAL WORDS,
IN HINDOOSTANEE AND ENGLISH,

By SHREE LULLOO LAL KULE,

B,hasha Moonshee in the College of
Fort William.
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Calcutta;
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2. “The Lutaif -i-Hindee, a collection of humorous stories and Anecdotes,
in the Hindoostanee and Hinduvee language and in the Persian and Nagri
characters, with a vocabulary of the principal words in Hindoostanee and
English. By Shree Lulloo Lal Kuvi, Bhasha Moonshee in the college, with
the aid of Lieutenant Lockett, Assistant Secretary to the college council.”
Roebuck, T. (1819). The annals of the college of Fort. Calcutta:
Hindoostanee Press,1819, p. 290.
Blumhardt, J. F. (1889). Catalogue of Hindustani Printed Books in the
Library of British Museum. London: Longmans & Co.
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