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The Conquest of Mecca (8 AH/630 CE) is a remarkable example of achieving
peace through mercy rather than vengeance. After years of persecution, the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) granted a general amnesty to his former enemies,
declaring, “Go, for you are free” (Idhabu fa-antum al-tulaga’). This article examines the
Conquest as a comprehensive model of peacebuilding based on four key principles:
diplomatic negotiation, disciplined military conduct, unconditional forgiveness, and
post-conflict reconstruction. These principles are analyzed in light of contemporary
conflict resolution theories, including the Harvard Negotiation Project, Lederach’s
Conlflict Transformation model, and Galtung’s peace studies framework. The study also
compares the Prophetic approach with modern reconciliation initiatives such as South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Rwanda’s Gacaca courts, the Good
Friday Agreement, and the Oslo Accords. It argues that the Conquest of Mecca provides
a morally grounded and practically applicable framework for resolving contemporary
conflicts and promoting lasting peace and reconciliation.
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