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ABSTRACT

It is undeniable reality that Islam emphasis the significance of education
as the first verse that descended on the Holy Prophet Muhammad (g&)
provided great impetus for the human pursuit of knowledge. It concludes
that there is no distinction between religious education and any other kind
of education as knowledge contains both religious and worldly education.
The Holy Quran urges the mankind to think, ponder and acquire
knowledge. The educational institutions were focusing on imparting both
religious and contemporary education from the early era of Islam to
medieval times. Consequently, the Islamic Seminaries had produced not
only the religious scholars but also brilliant professionals, authorities and
virtuous citizens. Unfortunately, with the passage of time the gap between
Islamic Seminaries and government school systems was expanded. The
basic aim of this research is to explore the efforts, strategies devised
through promulgated various ordinances, rules and regulations at state
level to integrate religious Islamic Seminaries (Madaris) with mainstream
education system, and to introduce reforms and transformations in their
courses and teaching methodology to enabling these Islamic Seminaries to
play their vital role of producing not only religious scholars but also
leaders in all fields of learning and human endeavor. This study is also an
effort to highlight the background of Islamic Seminaries and their
curricula in various periods especially the period after 9/11 attacks which
demanded tangible reforms and transformation in the curricula of the
Islamic Seminaries to cater the contemporary needs for preparing a
morally trained generation with a special association with religion that
will play the role of advocates of Islam throughout the world. Results,
recommendations have been mentioned at the end of the study.
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In Indo-Pak subcontinent, British rule did not enjoy very pleasant relation with Islamic
Madaris. Hence, the education system of Indo-Pak got divided into two domains; the
traditional Madaris education system and Modern (secular) education system. These two

systems, during British rule, were entirely different in their nature, direction, character

and their sources of funding as well as controlling authorities.®
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Islam as a religion played a significant role in the creation of Pakistan as religious
sentimentsi were used for political purposes. But after the birth of Pakistan, none of its
democratic regimes realized and took the responsibility of giving proper attention to the
Madaris education system. The Madaris education system remained in private hands till

1970s. However, it drew attention of General Zia-ulHag a dictator turned president.
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1794 https://www.islamweb.net/media/print.php?id=143742
(2) Government of Pakistan (GoP 2008). Deeni Madaris ki Jame Report, Islamabad: Ministry of Religious

Affairs, Islamic Education Research Cell.
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Initially by 1977 a couple of hundred Madaris were registered with the Central Madrasah

Board®
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The current curriculum of Dars-e-Nizami being taught in religious seminaries across
Pakistan is 272 years old. The last time the curriculum was rearranged was during the
reign of Emperor Aurangzeb Alamgir by Mullah Nizam-ud-Din Farangi. The question

arises as to how can a curriculum which was designed 272 years ago cater to the demands

of the modern age? Revision of teaching syllabus from time to time is a standard

academic practice necessitated by the emergent changes.®
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@ Malik, J. (1996). The Colonization of Islam: dissolution of Traditional Institution in Pakistan. Lahore:
Wing Guard Press

(2>https://WWW.minhai.tv/enqlish/tid/51357/Dr-Muhammad-Tahir-uI-Oadri-presents-new-svlIabus-for-

religious-schools.html
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With the arrival of the British in the sub-continent, the syllabus of the religious
seminaries stagnated. The time has come to break the stagnation. A religious scholar

must look unique and distinguished in society in terms of his knowledge, morality, and

character. Allah Almighty likes movement. A true scholar can never become a victim of

stagnation.®
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There are four aspects of the role of Madrasas including promotion of educational

services, training of clerks, Islamic awareness and social services. @
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(1) .ibid
(2) Jamal, M. (1996). Colorialization of Islam: Dissolution of traditional institutions in Pakistan. Lahore:

Vanguard.
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Madrasas are the best choice for such a great number of children studying in Madrasas.>

The students who cannot afford private schools, for them Madrasa education is the first
choice because free education with lodging and boarding can never be found anywhere

other than Madrasas.
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All the parents, students and philanthropists believe that social and educational services
of Madrasas are unique and incomparable. They have brought many changes in the
society. They are providing free education, food and shelter to a great number of poor
children. They are promoting religious awareness and social welfare in every part of the
country. The history witnesses that they have made remarkable contribution in the field
of science, culture, tradition, history, literature and medicine. They have produced many
scholars and intellectuals that are always alive in the books of history due to their noble
services. @

(1) .Das, J., Pandey, P. and Zajonc, T. (2006). Learning levels and gaps in Pakistan. World Bank Policy
Research Working Paper 4067. Retrieved from http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDS
Content Server/ IW3P/IB/ 2006/11/10/000016406_20061110130529/Rendered/ PDF/wps4067.pdf Edwards,
M., Hulme, D. and Wallace, T. (1999). NGOs in a global future: Marrying local delivery to worldwide
leverage. Public Administration and Development, 19 (2) pp. 117-136

(2) .Nayyar, A. H. (1998). Madrasah Education: Frozen in Time. Education and the State. Karachi: Oxford
University Press. Nelson, M. (2008). Dealing with Difference: Religious Education and the Challenge of
Democracy in Pakistan. Modern Asian Studies, 43, pp 591-618

(3) .Asia report (2013). Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ teachers/featured_
articles/20090506 wednesday.html



20217 312 - 162 - N )

oo s Al ol (3 dedadly aslans V) Sleadd 0L sl Oally L) BT ity

lally Gl ladl feud B9 o sl 3 Sdall ladl Slisl el AE) L alasYy Lesy
el o s JS3 Rslem V) ile lly Al desdl i sy LA JUBYI r 2T s (Sl
g sVl Foly WU Bl aslall Sz @ dbsls 28l s L Fold) Ay M

w\ V-‘gb.b- e G_)Lﬂ\ g_,:.(é SL:;-\ A k}'lj ‘5‘”)“" u::_JJ\ %\.‘LSJL\) A o .Xg.l;d\ CL:JLJ C,.AL;j

Ol & 2l vl wlhady JSLiw

G el B el s s OlaSTT 3 andl ol Lexly olady SLis sus Sls
Shler I 09y Yl B anad) dedadl GVl AWl Slpad) Cradall loxe )0 ¥ E
Sl Aad (4] ks Bl Hligd gl Slyadly Al Olgarsdll g3 ads o (s S
webad) ol Jom L2 Oy sael (Ul ad) Sy Al gl 3 epld) ulee G B2
Al oda e el 3

The capacity building of madrassa teachers is a big challenge. Teachers are not well
aware of the changing global patterns and educational trends. Immediate human resource

development is needed to maintain teaching standards
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(1) .A Report on Madrassa Education: Challenges, Reforms and Possibilities (2015). Pakistan Institute of
Legislative Development And Transparency - PILDAT
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Minhaj-ul-Quran International has been granted the status of Nizam-ul-Madaris Pakistan.

Religious seminaries will be established across the country by the board ©
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The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC), Government of Pakistan, has
awarded a federal status to Nizam-ul-Madaris Pakistan. A notification issued by the
Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training to that effect was handed over in

a prestigious ceremony held in Islamabad. The grant of the federal status is the

(1) Butt, Intezar Husain, Sectarian Division of Pakistani Society: Role of Madera and Politics,
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261287897 (Accessed on: 10/08/2018)

(2) https://www.minhaj.org/english/General/tid/51115/Minhaj-ul-Quran-International-gets-Nizam-ul-Madaris
Board.html (Accessed on:04-06-2021

(3) . https://www.dawn.com/news/1606624




20217 312 - 165 - N )

recognition of the educational vision of Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri

at the state level. @
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A student getting an education in the system of Nizam-ul-Madaris Pakistan will read 364
books in addition to the textbooks during the eight years of his academic life. He will be
imparted lessons in the Quranic and Hadith sciences, Sira al-Nabi (pbuh), beliefs,

interfaith studies and ethics. @
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He wanted to see the religious seminaries transform themselves into such seats of
learnings as equip students with knowledge enabling them to contribute meaningfully to
any walk of life of their choosing, be it a religious institution or any other field. He said
that it is possible only when the students are given education in both the religious and

modern subjects. ©)

(2).https:/Avww.minhaj.org/english/General/tid/51115/Minhaj-ul-Quran-International-gets-Nizam-ul-
Madaris-Board.html
(2).https://www.minhaj.tv/english/tid/51357/Dr-Muhammad-Tahir-ul-Qadri-presents-new-syllabus-for-
religious-schools.html

(3).ibd
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Nizam-ul-Madaris Pakistan will work under the direct supervision of Chairman MQI

Supreme Council Dr Hassan Mohi-ud-Dini Qadri. Our objective is to prepare a morally

trained generation with a special association with religion that will play the role of

advocates of Islam throughout the world.()
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(2).https://Aww.minhaj.org/english/General/tid/51390/Nizam-ul-Madaris-Pakistan-to-launch-its-teaching-

activities-from-mid-May.html
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When the Soviet Army invaded Afghanistan in December 1979 till their defeat and
withdrawal in August 1988, these Madaris absorbed tens of thousands of Afghan
refugees’ children and young adults. And they were the bulwarks against Soviet
aggression. The taking over of Kabul by Taliban [students of Islamic Seminaries, literally
seekers of knowledge] in September 1996 and later on the attacks in September 2001
changed the image of Pakistan’s Islamic Seminaries in the eyes of world especially the

West.®
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(1) https://www.minhaj.org/english/General/tid/51390/Nizam-ul-Madaris-Pakistan-to-launch-its-teaching-
activities-from-mid-May.html

(2) Nasib Dar Muhammad ,Regulating the Islamic Seminaries in Pakistan under Deeni Madaris Ordinance
2002,European Journal of Social Sciences, Vol:20, March,2011.P: 314
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Since September 12th 2001, Pakistan has been under immense pressure to police and
control the activities of these Madaris and to reform their education system. At the time
General Parvez Musharraf was the president, who had already (before 9/11) started

taking reformative measures in Madaris education system.®
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The Government plans to integrate religious Madaris with mainstream education system,

and introduce changes in their courses and teaching methodology. This is to be done with

a view to enabling these institutions to play their due role of producing not only religious

scholars but also leaders in all fields of learning and human endeavor ®

1 .ibid
2 Quarterly IPS NEWS(July-September 2000) Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad, p. 3
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The Pakistan Madrasah Education Board Ordinance (PMEBO)
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Deeni Madrasa Registration and Regulation Ordinance
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WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for securing the registration, regulation,
standardization and uniformity or curricula and standard of education of the Dini
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Madaris imparting specialized Islamic education in Pakistan with the general education
system in order to enable recognition of equivalence of the degrees awarded by such

institutions and to regulate their examination system and the matters connected.
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There is a need that deeni Madaris maintain their autonomous character and are better
organized for promotion of full-fledged, comprehensive and specialized Islamic

education along with subjects of general education system®
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(@) To establish such model madaris and model Da rul ulooms in which the Islamic
Education is the main component and includes courses and curricula of the general
education system as may be prescribed; (c) to approve the curricula, courses of study and
conditions for holding of examinations in the model Dini Madaris keeping in view the

recommendations of the Academic Council.®

(1) Quarterly IPS NEWS(July-September 2000) Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad, p. 3
(2) ibid
(3) . Quarterly IPS NEWS(July-September 2000) Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad, p. 3
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Article 3: says that all the Madaris in the capital Islamabad and FATA (Federally
Administered Tribal Areas) are bound to register with Pakistan Madrasah Education
Board which was constituted under ordinance XL of 2001, Article 9 Madaris are bound

(1). Fakhr-ul- Islam, “Religious Madaris: A Review”, in the Journal Dawah, Dawah Academy, International
Islamic University Islamabad, October 2002
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/251331180_Mainstreaming_Religious_Education_in_Pakistan

(2) . Nasib Dar Muhammad ,Regulating the Islamic Seminaries in Pakistan under Deeni Madaris Ordinance
2002, European Journal of Social Sciences, VVol:20, March,2011.P: 314
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to share all of the information, with the government, which includes all of the records
about students and teachers, their qualifications, salaries
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i) With promulgation of the act, all Deeni Madaris were required to get themselves
registered immediately ii) Every Deeni Madrassa was supposed to submit annual report
of its educational activities to the Registration Authority iii) It became mandatory for
every Deeni Madrassa to carry out audit of its accounts by an Auditor and submitting

report to the concerned Government authority.®
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(1) Nasib Dar Muhammad ,Regulating the Islamic Seminaries in Pakistan under Deeni Madaris Ordinance
2002, European Journal of Social Sciences, VVol:20, March,2011.P: 314
(2) http://www.qurtuba.edu.pk/thedialogue/The%20Dialogue/4_2/03_fakhr_islam.pdf
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i) The educational Boards of all the five schools of thoughts would be registered in order
to give recognition to the degree of these Madaris ii) The Inter-Madaris Board, a superior
body would be set up to attest degrees of Wifags and review their educational system iii)

All the Madaris would register themselves with Inter-Madaris Board. Madaris.(2>
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(1) Fakhr-ul- Islam, “Religious Madaris: A Review”, in the Journal Dawah, Dawah Academy, International
Islamic University Islamabad, October 2002 pp. 38-39
(2) . The Daily Dawn, Islamabad, 30th September 2009.
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