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Abstract

Sea Lines of Communications, or SLOCs, have become an epicenter of strategic
dispositions and partnerships in Southeast Asia. This research focuses on superpower
influence in the region and how it ranges from securing islands within the Indian and
Pacific Oceans to securitizing nontraditional elements of national power such as
semiconductors and political alignments. This research also measures the impact of
these measures and how they have indicated a change in basic assumptions in littoral
states in the region like Pakistan, India, and China. The research analyses the strategies
of these states towards their maritime relevance and interests in the region. Economic
posturing and military modernization drive are supplemented by strategies
specifically designed to address maritime vulnerabilities and opportunities in SLOCs.
India’s Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) strategy, coupled with
its naval deployments in the islands of the Indian Ocean, is one example. China-
Pakistan-India submarine modernization initiatives and Indo-US Quadrilateral
Security Commitments are some of the key elements this research scrutinizes. The
research suggests that due to new strategies and the role of extra-regional players,
Pakistan’s position in the region requires a deeper and thorough reassessment of its
naval strategies beyond the traditional lens. It also recommends seeking a bigger, more
pronounced role in SLOC politics of the Indian Ocean and even considering
developing contingencies to prevent a spillover of strategic competition from the
Pacific Ocean contenders.

Key Terms: Sea Lines of Communication, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Superpower
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Understanding SLOC Politics in the Indian Ocean: Pakistan’s Canvas of
Operability in Maritime Strategy

Coastal states today have a natural political and strategic force multiplication owing
to their maritime territorial extensions, but the same can also create risks and strains
on their dispositions. The expansive nature of oceans facilitates the utilization of
crucial commercial routes and is a significant domain for geopolitical considerations,
security concerns, and resource governance. Implementing effective maritime policies
and maintaining secure sea channels are crucial factors in promoting seamless trade
and fostering a prosperous economy. Pakistan, a country with an extensive coastline
along the Arabian Sea, is influenced by the dynamics of the Indian Ocean, which have
substantial consequences for different elements of its national interest. The field of
maritime politics significantly influences the trajectory of Pakistan's economic growth
and development. Pakistan’s ports, including Gwadar and Karachi, play a vital role as
pivotal conduits for global commerce, facilitating Pakistan's connectivity with the
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Middle East, Central Asia, and other regions. Even beyond maritime security and
strategy, Pakistan remains one of the most significant states in the Arabian Sea region
of the Indian Ocean owing to how close it is to global oil supply routes to the world
from the Middle East. (Das & Sengupta, 2022).

Being near maritime chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz, the Mozambigue Channel,
and Bab-El-Mandeb stresses a more comprehensive role for Pakistan’s maritime
strategy. Gaining access to energy corridors also demands that Pakistan develop a
comprehensive naval evolution to its current strategy, considering it is a net importer
of energy resources. A corresponding growth in security challenges within the region
accompanies the evolution of maritime politics. Coastal states such as Pakistan face
significant challenges in the form of piracy, smuggling, interstate power competition
and terrorism. Effectively combatting maritime security concerns necessitates
cooperation with neighboring countries and regional organizations. Maritime politics
has a significant role in shaping diplomatic ties among nations. The dynamics of the
relationships between coastal states and large maritime powers significantly impact
the stability and cooperation within a given region. Maintaining harmonious
relationships necessitates the careful management of disputes and the delicate
balancing of interests within the Maritime realm. (Imam, Qazi and Khalid, 2021).

The strategic significance of Pakistan's geographical location in the Indian Ocean
region lies in its provision of access to crucial maritime trade routes and its function
as a gateway to the Middle East, Central Asia, and other regions. Pakistan has a
substantial coastal stretch spanning around 1,046 kilometers (650 miles) along the
Arabian Sea, establishing its significance as a crucial littoral state within the Indian
Ocean region. Pakistan's strategic geographical position at the intersection of South
Asia, the Middle East, and Central Asia confers its advantageous access to significant
global trade routes. Its proximity to the maritime routes that link the Persian Gulf and
the Gulf of Oman with the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean also adds to its strategic
calculus. The deep-water port of Gwadar, situated in the southwestern region of
Baluchistan, is one of Pakistan's most significant maritime geographical assets. The
Gwadar Port is strategically located near the Persian Gulf entrance, rendering it a
promising center for economic and strategic activities in commerce and energy
transportation. (Jain, 2019)

Indian Ocean in Focus: The Impetus of Refurbishing Pakistan’s Maritime
Priorities

The Maritime routes inside the Indian Ocean play a significant role in facilitating a
considerable proportion of worldwide trade, encompassing the transportation of
various commodities such as oil, gas, and other goods. Pakistan’s coastal location
provides advantageous prospects for engaging in global trade and significantly
contributing to the region’s economic development. Pakistan, being a coastline nation
situated in the Indian Ocean, encounters various security challenges, including piracy,
smuggling, and maritime terrorism. The nation’s naval forces play a crucial role in
protecting its maritime interests and guaranteeing the security of water routes within
the region (Grare & Samaan, 2022). Pakistan's energy security is contingent upon the
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availability of secure maritime channels due to its significant dependence on oil and
gas imports. Potential disruptions in Maritime traffic might substantially impact the
nation's energy supplies and overall economy.

Pakistan’s maritime location significantly impacts its diplomatic interactions with
neighboring nations and prominent maritime powers. The bilateral engagements
between the nation and significant stakeholders in the Indian Ocean region are
influenced by shared concerns on commerce, security, and maintaining regional
stability. The potential for altering Pakistan's Maritime landscape is great with the
building of Gwadar Port. The project has a promising prospect for augmenting
regional connectivity, fostering trade, and establishing an alternate pathway for energy
resources, yielding advantageous outcomes for Pakistan and its surrounding nations
(Naseer, 2022).

The geographical positioning of Pakistan within the Indian Ocean region affords it a
distinct array of prospects and obstacles. Pakistan, a nation situated along the coast,
places significant importance on its Maritime policy and involvement in the Indian
Ocean. These factors influence the country's economic well-being, security, and
diplomatic connections on a global scale. The strategic significance of Gwadar Port
emphasizes Pakistan’s relevance in the realm of regional geopolitics and commercial
dynamics.

Pakistan’s Interactions with Regional Powers

The historical engagements of Pakistan with regional powers, in terms of maritime
trade, security, and diplomacy, have been influenced by its geographical location and
strategic significance within the Indian Ocean region. Throughout history, a multitude
of empires, kingdoms, and contemporary nation-states have exerted their impact on
the maritime landscape of Pakistan. The geographical area presently known as
Pakistan has a significant historical background in Maritime trade, which may be
traced back to prehistoric eras. Metropolitan areas such as Karachi and the historical
port of Barbarikon, presently located in Balochistan, played a crucial role as pivotal
centers along the ancient Silk Road and Maritime trade networks. These urban centers
facilitated the connection between the Indian subcontinent and regions, including the
Middle East, Central Asia, and East Asia. During the early medieval period, Arab and
Persian traders established significant regional maritime commerce networks (Rizvi,
2020).

The coastal regions experienced a significant impact on their customs and traditions
because of the introduction of Islamic culture and religion. The nautical environment
of Pakistan was further influenced by the presence of European colonial powers,
including the Portuguese, Dutch, French, and British. The establishment of the British
East India Company's authority over strategic ports during the 18th and 19th centuries
played a pivotal role in consolidating its supremacy in regional commerce. Pakistan
came into being as an independent republic after the partition of British India in 1947.
The maritime boundary separating India and Pakistan was officially delineated in
1971, with the Indus River as the demarcation line. The Indo-Pak War of 1971,
resulting in the secession of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), had a notable impact on
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Pakistan's maritime dynamics. The attainment of independence by Bangladesh led to
a substantial reduction in Pakistan's maritime boundaries (Mehmood & Khan, 2021)

Its interactions with neighboring regional powers have impacted Pakistan's maritime
security. The geopolitical tensions between Pakistan and its neighboring country,
India, have considerably influenced Pakistan's naval strategy and defense plans.
Furthermore, maritime diplomacy has considerably influenced Pakistan's interactions
with other coastal nations and prominent actors in the Maritime domain. The
emergence of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in recent years has
substantially impacted Pakistan's Maritime domain. Gwadar’s deep-water port, an
integral part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), can emerge as a
significant economic and strategic center, facilitating the linkage between China's
western provinces and international markets (Fayyaz, 2019). Pakistan has
demonstrated significant engagement in regional forums and organizations to address
the concerns about maritime security effectively. It cooperates with neighboring states
in the Indian Ocean region and international organizations to address the challenges
of piracy, trafficking, and other security concerns. Pakistan’s maritime engagements
with regional nations have significantly influenced its economic progress, security
policies, and diplomatic relations. The country’s geographical location to critical
Maritime routes, along with the growing potential of Gwadar as a strategic port, has
augmented the importance of its nautical connections with neighboring nations and
international stakeholders.

Changing Dynamics of the Indian Ocean Region: Choosing Between Traditional
and Nontraditional Security Challenges

The geopolitical landscape of the Indian Ocean has seen significant changes,
characterized by the emergence of influential actors and the changing dynamics of
global power interests within the area. The strategic positioning, abundant resources,
and significant Maritime trade routes of the Indian Ocean have garnered the interest
of multiple nations, exerting an impact on power distribution and molding regional
dynamics. Asian nations, notably India and China, have assumed significant roles as
influential actors within the Indian Ocean region. India's expanding economy and
enhanced maritime capabilities have augmented its influence, establishing itself as a
prominent regional force (Gong, 2020). The emergence of China as a prominent
global economic force has prompted the implementation of its ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). Within this initiative, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and the establishment of Gwadar Port have assumed significant importance
in furthering China's geopolitical objectives in the region (Li, 2020). The deep-water
port of Gwadar in Pakistan has emerged as a significant subject of geopolitical
attention within the Indian Ocean region. Situated at a strategic juncture of vital
maritime pathways, the progress of Gwadar under the framework of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) carries noteworthy ramifications for trade and
energy dynamics in the region, in addition to facilitating China's connectivity to the
Arabian Sea.

In addition to the Indian Ocean region, other external powers, such as the United



Journal of Nautical Eye & Strategic Studies 48
States, Russia, and European states, possess vested interests in this area. The United
States prioritizes efforts to combat terrorism, ensure the security of maritime trade
routes, and sustain its influence by cultivating strategic alliances with diverse nations
in the region. The geostrategic importance of the Indian Ocean has resulted in a
struggle among major global powers aiming to construct naval bases, form alliances,
and ensure access to valuable resources and markets. The present rivalry can engender
regional tensions and incite power dynamics (Fatima & Jamshed, 2020). The
escalation of big powers' influence has prompted regional nations to express
apprehension regarding future security complexities and matters about national
autonomy. Maritime piracy, terrorism, territorial disputes, and trafficking continue to
be ongoing issues that require collective endeavors to strengthen security and stability.
The Indian Ocean harbors diverse valuable resources, encompassing oil, gas, fisheries,
and minerals. The contestation over the acquisition and management of these
resources can influence geopolitical dynamics and shape the interests of significant
actors. The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), consisting of a membership of
twenty-three states, endeavors to foster regional collaboration and facilitate
conversation among the littoral governments of the Indian Ocean (Onyango Ogutu,
2021). As a medium for facilitating diplomatic discourse, the platform has contributed
notably to dialogues about security, commerce, and sustainable development.

The dynamic and intricate nature of the geopolitical environment in the Indian Ocean
region is characterized by constant change and several dimensions. The region's
importance as a crucial maritime area linking significant continents has garnered the
interest of important stakeholders, resulting in a rise in geopolitical rivalry and
collaboration. Ensuring global security and prosperity necessitates upholding peace,
stability, and sustainable development in the Indian Ocean region, given the
convergence and interaction of diverse national interests.

Impacts of Changing Dynamics of Maritime Politics of Pakistan

The dynamic changes in the geopolitical environment of the Indian Ocean region have
had profound repercussions for Pakistan's strategic decision-making and its concerns
over maritime security. Pakistan, a coastal nation with significant interests in the
region, has diligently observed the evolving dynamics and adjusted its policies
accordingly to tackle developing difficulties effectively. The emergence of prominent
actors such as China and India within the Indian Ocean region has brought attention
to the significant strategic value of Gwadar Port, which serves as a crucial element of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (Rahman, Naeem and Ishaqg, 2022). The
progress of Gwadar as a port with deep-water capabilities and its potential to emerge
as a significant center for economic and trade activities have bolstered Pakistan's
aspirations in the Maritime domain. The nation has acknowledged its responsibility to
foster regional connectivity and serve as a transit hub for China's energy and trade
pathways, influencing its strategic decision-making in advancing economic
development and fostering regional collaboration (Allauddin, Leo and Ahmed, 2020).

The Maritime Security concerns of Pakistan have been heightened because of the
presence of piracy, smuggling, and maritime terrorism in the Indian Ocean. Pakistan's
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navy has actively participated in counterterrorism operations as part of its involvement
in the U.S.-led war on terror. Its primary focus has been on securing sea lanes and
stopping the transportation of illicit goods and munitions (Zafar, 2021). The endeavors
have significantly influenced the formulation of Pakistan's naval strategy and defense
priorities. Pakistan's strategic considerations in the Indian Ocean encompass the
complex task of managing its relationships with key stakeholders such as China, India,
and the United States. The establishment and progression of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the subsequent development of the Gwadar Port have
significantly bolstered the bilateral alliance between Pakistan and China, fostering
enhanced economic interdependence and collaborative endeavors. Nevertheless, the
delicate issue at hand involves striking a balance between India's engagement and its
maritime interests while also addressing the concerns of the area. The effective
management of relations with the United States, particularly in counterterrorism
endeavors and safeguarding Maritime commerce routes, necessitates meticulous
deliberation.

Pakistan has undertaken maritime diplomacy and has actively engaged in regional
organizations such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) to resolve security
issues and promote collaboration, considering the evolving geopolitical situation.
Pakistan aims to bolster its Maritime Security, tackle environmental issues, and foster
regional stability through cooperation with fellow Indian Ocean littoral governments
and international organizations (Igbal & Haider, 2021). Pakistan's strategic response
to the dynamic maritime landscape and the growing significance of Gwadar Port has
necessitated substantial investments in its naval modernization endeavors. Enhancing
its naval capabilities, encompassing surface fleet, submarines, and naval aviation, has
emerged as a paramount objective to address security issues and protect maritime
interests. Pakistan has acknowledged the significance of environmental conservation
in the Indian Ocean, considering concerns regarding Maritime pollution and
sustainable resource management (Mansoor, 2023). The factor has influenced the
strategic approach of the entity in question, leading to a concerted effort to balance
the pursuit of economic development and the fulfillment of ecological responsibilities.

The dynamic shifts in the geopolitical landscape within the Indian Ocean region have
had a profound impact on Pakistan's strategic decision-making process and its worries
over maritime security (Asif, 2022). Pakistan, a nation situated along the coast, has
adeptly managed its diplomatic interactions with significant stakeholders, effectively
tackled security obstacles, and actively sought economic prospects from the changing
dynamics. Pakistan aims to protect its maritime interests and enhance regional
stability in the Indian Ocean region by implementing maritime diplomacy, investing
in naval modernization, and promoting sustainable development.

Security Challenges for Pakistan

Pakistan encounters numerous security problems in the Maritime sphere because of
regional maritime politics. The challenges faced by the country are influenced by a
range of issues, encompassing piracy, terrorism, and territorial conflicts, all of which
possess substantial repercussions for the security and stability of the nation. The
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Indian Ocean has been a site of piracy and maritime criminal activities, namely in the
vicinity of Somalia and the Gulf of Aden. Piracy poses a significant threat to
commercial vessels and fishing boats, raising apprehensions regarding the safety of
maritime trade and economic operations. Pakistan’s naval forces actively engage in
international endeavors to combat piracy and safeguard maritime trade routes (Chang
& Khan, 2019).

The Indian Ocean region has been prone to instances of terrorism, as extremist
organizations have taken advantage of maritime routes to engage in the illicit activities
of arms smuggling, drug trafficking, and people trafficking. The circumstance above
presents a noteworthy security concern for Pakistan, requiring strong maritime law
enforcement and intelligence endeavors to mitigate the potential for terrorist actions.
Territorial disputes within the Indian Ocean region, exemplified by the Kashmir
conflict between Pakistan and India, could influence the maritime security domain.
The potential for heightened regional tensions and disputes about maritime boundaries
has the potential to increase, thereby impacting Pakistan's security interests.
Consequently, Pakistan may need to send naval forces to protect its maritime territory
(Rahman, Khan, Lifang, and Hussain., 2021).

Insurgent activity has been observed in the coastal regions of Pakistan, with a special
focus on Balochistan. Insurgent organizations' utilization of the Maritime realm
presents security concerns for Pakistan's navy and maritime law enforcement
agencies. lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing presents significant
economic and environmental security concerns for Pakistan. Unregulated fishing
practices have a dual effect of depleting Maritime resources and adversely affecting
the lives of local fishing communities. Implementing robust monitoring and
enforcement measures is crucial in addressing the issue of illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing. The coastal areas of Pakistan are affected by several
environmental risks, including Maritime pollution and oil spills, which are prevalent
in the Indian Ocean region. Preserving the country's coastline and Maritime
ecosystems necessitates implementing robust measures for environmental protection
and efficient catastrophe response. The escalating presence of commercial vessels and
military ships in the Indian Ocean poses significant navigational safety obstacles,
necessitating efficient coordination and communication measures to mitigate mishaps
and guarantee secure transit (Kim, Joung, Jeong and Park, 2020).

To tackle these security challenges effectively, engaging in collaborative efforts and
establishing coordination mechanisms with regional and international partners is
imperative. Pakistan's navy and Maritime law enforcement authorities play a vital role
in safeguarding the safety and security of its maritime domain. Pakistan aims to
enhance Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean region and foster stability in the wider
maritime domain through its active engagement in regional forums and international
initiatives targeting piracy, terrorism, and environmental challenges (ALI, 2019).

Pakistan’s Response to Security Challenges in the Indian Ocean

Pakistan has made substantial endeavors to augment its naval capabilities and promote
collaboration with other regional parties to tackle security concerns in the maritime
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sphere. The primary objectives of these endeavors are to protect its maritime interests,
counteract acts of piracy and terrorism, and foster stability within the Indian Ocean
region. Pakistan has significantly invested in modernizing its naval forces to bolster
its maritime capabilities. The organization has obtained contemporary surface vessels,
submarines, and assets related to naval aviation. Enhancing maritime defense and
response capabilities has been a key objective through the advancement of indigenous
naval systems and technology. The Pakistani Navy engages in collaborative maritime
exercises and drills alongside neighboring and global fleets to strengthen
interoperability and foster collaboration in maritime security. These exercises
facilitate the development of skills, the exchange of information, and collaborative
efforts to mitigate prevalent security threats (Rahman & Shurong, 2017).

The Pakistani navy is key in counterterrorism and anti-piracy activities within the
Indian Ocean region. The organization engages in cooperative efforts with
international naval task forces and adjacent nations to prevent and address acts of
terrorism and occurrences of piracy, hence assuring the secure transit of maritime
commerce. Pakistan actively participates in regional conferences and international
initiatives to address the prevailing Maritime Security concerns effectively. The
country actively engages in the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), which
fosters naval collaboration among states along the Indian Ocean. Pakistan actively
promotes information-sharing, capacity-building, and cooperative initiatives as part
of its efforts to strengthen regional security. Pakistan has made significant investments
in developing and implementing coastal surveillance and maritime domain awareness
technologies to enhance its capacity to monitor its maritime boundaries effectively
(Grare & Samaan, 2022). The components encompass radar systems, Maritime patrol
aircraft, and maritime domain awareness centers, which promptly detect and address
security threats.

The involvement of diplomatic measures with regional stakeholders is of utmost
importance in effectively tackling the various difficulties related to Maritime Security.
Pakistan engages in diplomatic conversations and implements confidence-building
measures with its surrounding countries to effectively address territorial disputes and
safeguard shared security interests within the maritime domain. The building of
Gwadar Port and its subsequent incorporation into the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) have contributed to the enhanced strategic importance of Pakistan
within the region. The ability of the port to function as a significant maritime center
presents prospects for increased economic cooperation and coordination in maritime
security with neighboring entities, such as China. The Pakistani Navy actively
participates in Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) activities across
the Indian Ocean region, aiding neighboring countries in natural disasters and
catastrophes (Upadhyaya, 2022). The endeavors exemplify Pakistan's dedication to
fostering regional collaboration and enhancing its relationships with neighboring
nations.

Pakistan's endeavors to bolster its naval capabilities and foster collaboration with
other regional stakeholders are of utmost importance in effectively tackling the
security issues prevalent in the Indian Ocean. Pakistan aims to promote stability,
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combat piracy and terrorism, and enhance the security of the Maritime environment
in the wider Indian Ocean region using naval modernization, joint exercises,
counterterrorism operations, and active engagement in regional forums.

Regional Cooperation and Diplomacy

Pakistan has demonstrated initiative-taking involvement in regional organizations and
conferences about maritime security and cooperation, intending to tackle the dynamic
issues prevalent in the Indian Ocean region effectively. The primary objective of these
partnerships is to cultivate regional stability, bolster maritime security, and facilitate
collaboration among states along the coastlines. Pakistan is a participant in the Indian
Ocean Naval Symposium. This assembly convenes the naval forces of Indian Ocean
coastal nations to foster collaboration and facilitate the exchange of information
pertaining to maritime security matters (Karim, Naazer, Mahmood, & Bukhari, 2023).
Pakistan actively engages in dialogues within the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium
(IONS) about counter-piracy endeavors, disaster relief missions, humanitarian aid
initiatives, and regional environmental conservation measures. Pakistan is an active
participant in the Combined Maritime Forces. This global naval alliance prioritizes
mitigating maritime security challenges, such as piracy and terrorism, within the
Indian Ocean region. The Pakistani naval forces have significantly contributed to
various task forces within the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), including
Combined Task Force 150 and Combined Task Force 151 (Shah, Rafique, & Rasool,
2020). These task forces have been established to conduct maritime security
operations and foster regional cooperation in the designated areas of operation.

Pakistan, as a signatory of the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy
and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP) Agreement, engages in
collaborative efforts with other Asian nations to address the issue of piracy and armed
robbery within the area. The ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre (ISC) is crucial in
enhancing the collective response to maritime security concerns by facilitating
information-sharing and capacity-building efforts (Ismail, 2021). Pakistan often
participates in collaborative maritime patrols and drills with neighboring navies to
bolster coordination and interoperability. The activities encompassed in these
exercises entail implementing search and rescue operations, disaster relief drills, and
counter-piracy exercises. These endeavors serve to foster confidence and cooperation
among littoral states. Pakistan regularly exchanges information with regional
stakeholders to strengthen its Maritime domain awareness and coastal surveillance
capabilities. Disseminating up-to-date intelligence and data enhances the
effectiveness of addressing security concerns and criminal activities within the
maritime realm. Pakistan's active involvement in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and subsequent progress in establishing Gwadar Port has
significantly enhanced regional connectivity and collaboration prospects. The
potential of Gwadar Port as a significant maritime center presents opportunities for
joint endeavors to ensure the safety and security of trade routes in the Indian Ocean.

Pakistan actively engages in Track Il discussions and diplomatic measures aimed at
effectively addressing the prevailing regional maritime security problems. These
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engagements serve as forums for policymakers, experts, and scholars to facilitate the
exchange of ideas, identify familiar challenges, and explore potential areas of
collaboration within the maritime sphere. Pakistan's active participation in many
regional organizations and conferences indicates its dedication to upholding maritime
security, fostering regional stability, and promoting collaboration. Pakistan aims to
solve shared concerns, such as piracy and terrorism, and foster a secure and prosperous
Maritime environment in the wider Indian Ocean region through cooperation with
other littoral states and international partners (Abbas & Habiba, 2023).

Assessing the efficacy of diplomatic endeavors in managing regional tensions and
facilitating stability is a multifaceted undertaking, necessitating consideration of
numerous variables and various levels of achievement across diverse contexts.
Diplomatic endeavors are paramount in reducing disputes, facilitating conversation,
and establishing confidence among regional entities. The efficacy of diplomatic
endeavors in managing regional tensions and promoting stability is contingent upon
multiple aspects, encompassing the willingness of involved parties to partake in
discussion, the genuineness of their commitments, and favorable diplomatic
conditions (Ahmad, 2023). Diplomatic endeavors possess significant potential in the
amelioration of conflicts and the cultivation of stability. However, their efficacy may
be impeded by the formidable obstacles and constraints encountered in deeply rooted
and intricate regional disputes. However, it is crucial to emphasize that establishing
long-term and skillfully executed diplomatic endeavors is important in fostering
confidence, mitigating conflicts, and fostering prospects for collaboration among
regional stakeholders.

The future of regional maritime politics in the Indian Ocean

The trajectory of regional maritime politics in the Indian Ocean region is anticipated
to be shaped by various elements, encompassing the shifting geopolitical landscape,
economic imperatives, security complexities, and environmental considerations. The
situation possesses substantial ramifications for Pakistan's strategic interests and
Maritime Security.

The intensification of geopolitical conflicts among key actors such as China, India,
and the United States has heightened competition for influence and control in the
Indian Ocean region. In the given context, Pakistan may encounter challenges
maintaining a delicate equilibrium between its diplomatic engagements with
significant global actors and effectively managing regional geopolitical dynamics.
Effectively managing diplomatic relations with India and China while safeguarding
one's security interests presents a complex and demanding challenge. Pakistan’s
strategic considerations may necessitate implementing prudent diplomatic measures
to exploit economic prospects and manage future security challenges effectively (Roy,
2019).

Countries in the Indian Ocean region engage in enhanced maritime security and
counterterrorism cooperation via multilateral platforms and security alliances. The
augmentation of regional cooperation would afford Pakistan the potential to bolster
its naval capabilities and facilitate the interchange of intelligence and information with
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surrounding governments. Cooperative endeavors might potentially result in
collaborative efforts such as combined patrols, exercises, and synchronized reactions
to combat piracy and terrorism, thereby enhancing the region's overall state of
maritime security (Ertér & Hadjimichael, 2020).

The Indian Ocean region is witnessing a growing awareness and concern regarding
environmental concerns, notably climate change and Maritime pollution. This
heightened attention has resulted in a greater emphasis on sustainable development
and safeguarding the environment. The situation would require Pakistan to engage in
international endeavors to address environmental issues actively. To ensure the
preservation of the Maritime ecosystem, the nation must embrace sustainable
maritime practices, exercise responsible management of Maritime resources, and
engage in collaborative efforts with adjacent governments.

The flow of Maritime trade in the Indian Ocean is subject to variations because of
geopolitical movements or economic advances, causing changes in global trade
routes. The potential alteration of trade routes can significantly influence Pakistan's
geopolitical positioning and economic interests. The significance of the Gwadar Port's
development within the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework is
heightened due to its potential to provide an alternative trade route and enhance
Pakistan's position in regional connectivity (Asef & Alam, 2020). Non-state actors
persist in exploiting Maritime channels for terrorism and other illicit operations, hence
presenting security concerns for governments within the region. The naval forces and
maritime law enforcement agencies of Pakistan must maintain a state of constant
vigilance in their efforts to combat the threat of maritime terrorism. The effective
mitigation of non-state actors' actions necessitates the establishment of collaborative
relationships with both regional and international partners (Fatima & Jamshed, 2020).

The conceivable scenarios for the future of regional maritime politics in the Indian
Ocean region encompass a range of possibilities, each of which carries significant
ramifications for Pakistan. Given its status as a coastal nation with substantial
Maritime interests, Pakistan's strategic decision-making would necessitate the ability
to adjust to changing circumstances, employ diplomatic measures, and actively
interact with regional and global stakeholders (Asif, 2022). Pakistan has the potential
to enhance its maritime position and make valuable contributions to the peace and
prosperity of the wider Indian Ocean area by adeptly managing the evolving
dynamics, successfully resolving security issues, and capitalizing on economic
opportunities.

Conclusion

Maritime politics in Pakistan is of utmost importance due to its extensive coastline
along the Arabian Sea and its strategic positioning within the Indian Ocean region.
The emergence of significant actors like China and India, alongside the involvement
of other powers, exerts influence on regional dynamics and gives rise to security
considerations. Pakistan encounters a range of security threats in the maritime realm,
including piracy, terrorism, territorial disputes, and environmental concerns.
Diplomatic endeavors and platforms for regional cooperation assume a pivotal
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function in resolving conflicts, facilitating stability, and auguring maritime security.
The inclusion of Gwadar Port within the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
framework has noteworthy economic and strategic prospects for Pakistan within the
context of regional maritime affairs.

Recommendations:

It is imperative to allocate resources toward modernizing naval forces to bolster
maritime defense capabilities and address prevailing security issues effectively. It is
imperative to actively and consistently pursue diplomatic initiatives to promote
collaboration, effectively address regional conflicts, and cultivate confidence and
reliance among neighboring nations. It is imperative to engage in active involvement
within regional organizations such as IONS, CMF, and ReCAAP to facilitate the
exchange of information, enhance capabilities, and foster collaborative endeavors to
bolster maritime security. The mitigation of environmental issues within the maritime
domain can be effectively achieved by implementing sustainable practices and
fostering collaborative efforts with regional states in Maritime resource management.
Effectively navigates diplomatic relationships with key stakeholders such as China
and India while protecting national security interests and fostering economic
collaboration. It is imperative to allocate resources toward implementing coastal
surveillance and maritime domain awareness systems to enhance the efficacy of
monitoring maritime borders and mitigating security risks. Improve the capacities of
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief to efficiently address natural calamities and
emergencies occurring within the Maritime realm. Facilitate informal talks and foster
interpersonal interactions to cultivate trust and enhance mutual comprehension among
regional stakeholders. Leverage the advantageous geographical position of Gwadar
Port to bolster regional interconnectedness and foster sustainable economic growth.
This proposal aims to enhance the nation's maritime resilience by fostering increased
knowledge and education on maritime security within key stakeholder groups,
including policymakers, military personnel, and the public.



Journal of Nautical Eye & Strategic Studies 56
References

Ahmad, S. (2023). Track Two Diplomacy Between India and Pakistan. Taylor &
Francis.

Alam, S. F. A. F. (2020, June 1). Maritime Geopolitics in the Indian Ocean: China
Bid for Regional Dominance. Retrieved from
https://ideas.repec.org/p/smo/spaper/041sf.html.

ALl, G. (2019). China—Pakistan Maritime Cooperation in the Indian Ocean. Issues &
Studies, 55(03), 1940005. https://doi.org/10.1142/s1013251119400058

Allauddin, Liu, H., & Ahmed, R. Q. (2020). The Changing Dynamics and New
Developments of China—Pakistan Relations. India Quarterly: A Journal of
International Affairs, 76(1), 73-88.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0974928419901195

Asif, D. M. (2023). Blue Economy and Power Politics in the Indian Ocean: Challenges
and Opportunities. Journal of Nautical Eye and Strategic Studies, 2(2), 2-37.
https://doi.org/10.58932/mulg0003

Chang, Y. C., & Khan, M. I. (2019). China—Pakistan economic corridor and maritime
security collaboration. Maritime Business Review, 4(2), 217-235.
https://doi.org/10.1108/mabr-01-2019-0004

Ertor, 1., & Hadjimichael, M. (2019). Editorial: Blue degrowth and the politics of the
sea: rethinking the blue economy. Sustainability Science, 15(1), 1-10.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-019-00772-y

Fatima, & Jamshaid. (2015). The Political and Economic Significance of Indian
Ocean: An  Analysis. Retrieved November 29, 2023, from
http://journals.pu.edu.pk/journals/index.php/IJSAS/article/view/3006.

Fayyaz, M. (2019, October 25). China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC): The
Road to Indian Ocean and its Geopolitical implications for the India-Pakistan
Strategic Relations. Retrieved from
https://www.academia.edu/40733945/China_Pakistan_Economic_Corridor_
CPEC_The_Road to_Indian_Ocean_and_its_Geopolitical_implications_for
_the_India_Pakistan_Strategic_Relations.

Gholizadeh, A., Madani, S., & Saneinia, S. (2020). A geoeconomic and geopolitical

review of Gwadar Port on belt and road initiative. Maritime Business Review,
5(4), 335-349. https://doi.org/10.1108/mabr-11-2019-0051

Gong, X. (2020). Non-traditional security cooperation between China and south-east
Asia: implications for Indo-Pacific geopolitics. International Affairs, 96(1),
29-48. https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiz225

Grare, F., & Samaan, J. L. (2022). The Indian Ocean as a New Political and Security
Region. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-91797-5

HABIBA, U. E., & Abbas, S. Q. (2023). Maritime Power Play in the Indian Ocean



Journal of Nautical Eye & Strategic Studies o7
and Challenges for Pakistan Navy. Journal of Research in Social Sciences,
11(1). https://doi.org/10.52015/jrss.11i1.183

HABIBA, U. E., & Abbas, S. Q. (2023). Maritime Power Play in the Indian Ocean
and Challenges for Pakistan Navy. Journal of Research in Social Sciences,
11(1). https://doi.org/10.52015/jrss.11i1.183

Ismail, A. (2021). Revealing Indonesia’s Reluctance to Participate in the Regional
Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against
Ships in Asia (ReCAAP). Indonesian Journal of Peace and Security Studies
(1JPSS), 3(1), 1-13. https://doi.org/10.29303/ijpss.v3i1.55

Karim, A., Naazer, M. A., Mahmood, A., & Bukhari, S. (2023). Maritime dimension
of Modi’s foreign policy: Indo-Gulf maritime cooperation and its implications
for Pakistan. Liberal Arts and Social Sciences International Journal
(LASSIJ), 7(1), 202—-220. https://doi.org/10.47264/idea.lassij/7.1.12

Karim, A., Naazer, M. A., Mahmood, A., & Bukhari, S. (2023). Maritime dimension
of Modi’s foreign policy: Indo-Gulf maritime cooperation and its implications
for Pakistan. Liberal Arts and Social Sciences International Journal
(LASSIJ), 7(1), 202-220. https://doi.org/10.47264/idea.lassij/7.1.12

Kim, M., Joung, T. H., Jeong, B., & Park, H. S. (2020). Autonomous shipping and its
impact on regulations, technologies, and industries. Journal of International
Maritime Safety, Environmental Affairs, and Shipping, 4(2), 17-25.
https://doi.org/10.1080/25725084.2020.1779427

Li, M. (2020). The Belt and Road Initiative: geo-economics and Indo-Pacific security
competition. International Affairs, 96(1), 169-187.
https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiz240

Mehmood, Z. H., & Khan, R. (2021). Assessing Indian Ocean Economics: Perspective
from Pakistan. Andalas Journal of International Studies (AJIS), 10(1), 1.
https://doi.org/10.25077/ajis.10.1.1-15.2021

Muhammad Javed Igbal, K., & Bilal Haider, B. (2020). Geo-political and Geo-
economic Dynamics of the Region in Developing the Sea-based Economy of
the IOR Countries. Polaris — Journal of Maritime Research, 2(1), 1-22.
https://doi.org/10.53963/pjmr.2020.002.2

Onyango Ogutu, M. (2021). The Indian Ocean Rim Association: Lessons from this
regional cooperation model. South African Journal of International Affairs,
28(1), 71-92. https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461.2021.1915863

Qayyum, S. (2021). Strategic Analysis of Maritime Situation in Indian Ocean-
Challenges and Prospects for Pakistan. Polaris — Journal of Maritime
Research, 3(1), 1-1. https://doi.org/10.53963/pjmr.2021.003.3

Qazi, S., & Farooq, I. F. (2023). Restructuring Strategic Maritime Interests and
Blockade Politics in the Indian Ocean. Journal of Security & Strategic
Analyses, 8(2), 104-123. https://doi.org/10.57169/jssa.008.02.0198



Journal of Nautical Eye & Strategic Studies 58
Rahman, Z. U., Ishag, M., & Naeem, M. (2023). A critically analysis of Gwadar port
in the changing maritime scenario. Australian Journal of Maritime & Ocean

Affairs, 1-20. https://doi.org/10.1080/18366503.2023.2164998

Rahman, Z. U., Khan, A., Lifang, W., & Hussain, I. (2021). The geopolitics of the
CPEC and Indian Ocean: security implication for India. Australian Journal of
Maritime & Ocean Affairs, 13(2), 122-145.
https://doi.org/10.1080/18366503.2021.1875807

Rizvi. (2002). Pakistan’s strategic culture. South Asia in 2020.

Roy, A. (2021, August 30). Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean: Governance
perspectives for sustainable development in the region. Retrieved from
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/1347623/blue-economy-in-the-indian-
ocean/1959780/

Shah, S. A. H., Rafique, D. M. U., & Rasool, S. (2020). GEOPOLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AND MARITIME SECURITY
CHALLENGES FOR PAKISTAN. Issue-2, 04(02), 431-451.
https://doi.org/10.36968/jpdc-v04-i02-23

Shah, S. A. H., Rafique, D. M. U., & Rasool, S. (2020). GEOPOLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AND MARITIME SECURITY
CHALLENGES FOR PAKISTAN. Issue-2, 04(02), 431-451.
https://doi.org/10.36968/jpdc-v04-i02-23

The Geo-Economics and Geopolitical Significance of Gwadar Port in theChanging
Maritime Scenario. (2022). FWU Journal of Social Sciences, 121-132.
https://doi.org/10.51709/19951272/winter2022/9

Upadhyaya, S. (2022). Naval humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR)
operations in the Indo-Pacific region: need for fresh thinking. Journal of the
Indian Ocean Region, 18(3), 282-294.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19480881.2023.2198887

Zafar, N. (2020, October 10). Building Maritime Security in Pakistan—The Navy
Vanguard. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-50064-1_4



